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Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin
Unter den Linden 6
10117 Berlin
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10117 Berlin

Arrival Information:
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Reception and Dinner (Friday evening):
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KOSMOS Workshop
“Body & Mind: Self-Help in 1920s/30s U.S. Mass Cultures“

This international KOSMOS workshop, organized in the context of our research project Mobilizing the Self: Self-Help 
and U.S. Mass Cultures in the 1920s and ‘30s assembles scholars specializing in questions of interwar U.S. 
mass cultures, U.S. self-help cultures, cultures of mobility-bodily and mental, and constructions of selves in 
the age of eugenics and during the economic, political and social transformations of the modern era.

The objective of the workshop is to gain a better understanding of how 1920s’ and ‘ 30s mass-mediated 
cultures (dance, movies, newspapers & psychological advice columns, adolescent literatures, self-help books 
etc.) circulated ideas on self-development and self-esteem, bodily and mental health and the relation of self 
and other – and how these ideas shaped individual identity formations (life designs). 

Our fundamental assumptions are the following: Commercialized mass cultures in the U.S. continued (or even 
institutionalized) traditional cultures of self-help (from the Junta Club through the Lyceum movement to Chau-
tauquas, from close-knit communities of enslaved African-Americans to Tuskegee) fired by industrialization, 
urbanization, (im)migration, secularization, the Gilded Age, and Progressivism.

Features of traditional self-help cultures were among others:
 • stipulation of mobility (physical, social, mental)
 • self-formation through self-optimization
 • specific reproducible techniques of self-advancement
 • means of differentiation in regard to class, gender/sexuality, race, ability, age…
 • a concomitant narrative of transformation (and increase in power/control)
 • a principle of seriality
 • a method of converting thoughts into action
 • (varying) relations of community-orientation to rugged individualism

Towards the 1920s and 30s, these features developed to include:
 • postulations of scientific methods and popularization of new sciences
 • instrumentalization of quantification (e.g. polls, scales, tests)
 • therapeutic rhetoric and teaching of psychological introspection
 • focus on adjustment to emerging corporate consumer capitalism
 • naturalization/normalization of consumer desires
 • acknowledgements of social and cultural capital

 • nation building in times of economic crisis (coining of term “American Dream“)
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We believe that a majority of these features can be found in 1920s/30s self-help, among them dance and 
music culture, advice columns and manuals, detective literature for young adults, and urban consumer practices.

There will be four major fields of interest around which the workshop is organized:

 • Dance cultures: the body in leisure and labor/discipline and escape: 
How can dancing bodies be understood as agents of the self in the ways that they are racialized, 
gendered, classed, sexualized, and becoming dis/abled? What role did dancing as a social 
practice play in the constitution of self-help cultures which were built around notions of commu-
nity, solidarity, and political agency? How were Black and white dancing bodies represented in 
early 1930s‘ African American cinema and Hollywood movies?

 • Therapeutic advice and psychological adjustment:
What psychological/therapeutic tools are deployed by various forms of self-help addressed to 
different audiences (e.g. mental hygiene; relationship counseling; narrative psychology)? How 
do they instruct introspection? How is (popularized) psychology used to shape constructions of 
self in line with urbanized, industrialized, secularized consumer society? What are the promises 
of psychological adjustment? How do psychological/therapeutic discourses of self-help confirm 
and/or trouble power structures along the lines of class, race, gender, sexuality, ability and age?

 • The Stroll: self-help, “uplift,” consumerism and new/old residents on Chicago’s South Side:
How did African American self-help cultures transform in the development of a consumerist 
and mass-cultural Chicago South Side? How did The Defender as the most significant Black 
newspaper integrate community-oriented/political and individualistic/capitalist notions of 
self-formation and life design?

 • Stratemeyer: self-help, mobility and the young, white sleuth:
Which role do self-help cultures play in Stratemeyer‘s detective series such as Nancy Drew, The 
Hardy Boys or The Bobbsey Twins? How is the self-improvement aspect in the books related to 
notions of racial purity, class mobility and class containment, the transformation of gender roles 
and the conservation of patriarchy, as well as questions of age/generation and ability? How 
does mobility function as a trope in the series?

For more information about the workshop and our project, please refer to our website:

www.mobilizingtheself.com
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Thursday, 15 November
16:00  Arrival
17:00  Workshop Opening and Introduction 
18:00  Discussion
19:30  Conference Dinner at Otito

Friday, 16 November
09:30  Panel I: Culture Industries (Chair: Johanna Heil)
 • Davarian L. Baldwin: “‘The New Negro...does not seek philanthropy but an        
     opportunity‘: Black Culture Industries as a Site of Self Help in Interwar Chicago“

• Martin Klepper: “‘Where there‘s a will, there‘s a way:’ Gender, Race, Mobility, and Self-Help at         
    the Stratemeyer Syndicate“

12:00  Lunch Break
13:00  Panel II: Psychological Advice and Eugenics (Chair: Eric Engstrom)
 • Lisa Blackman: “Psychology-in-transition at the Beginning of the 20th Century: 
     Towards an Intersectional Analysis of Self-help in-formation.“
 • Kristina Graaff: “Fit for the Future: Conceptualizing Self-Help as a Modern Device of Adjustment“
15:30  Coffee Break
16:00  Panel III: Economics, Eugenics, and Self-Help (Chair: Ewa Łuczak)
 • Thomas C. Leonard: “Illiberal Reformers: Race, Eugenics & American Economics in the   
     Progressive Era“
 • Michell Chresfield: “To Improve the Race: Eugenics, Self-Help, and Racial Uplift“
18:30  Reception and Dinner at Café Weltgeist

Saturday, 17 November
09:30  Panel IV: Cinema, Reform, and Uplift (Chair: Anne Potjans)
 • Miriam J. Petty: “‘Smuggled Like Contraband‘: Picturing Black Uplift in 1930s Hollywood“

 • Simon Rienäcker: “Watching Dancers, Spectating Spectators: Uplift, Self-Reflexivity, and 
     Modernity in the Films of Oscar Micheaux“
12:00  Coffee and Snack Break
12:30  Panel V: Mass Circulation and Self-Improvement (Chair: Nitya Koch)

 • Aleksandra Boss: “Pulp Fictions of the Self: Biography and Self-Improvement in 
     1930s Pulp Magazines“

 • Sue Currell: “Radical Remediation and Popular Self-Help: the Communist Magazine as Cure“

15:00  Concluding Remarks

Conference Program
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Panel I: Culture Industries

Davarian L. Baldwin (Trinity College, Hartford, Connecticut): “‘The New Negro...does not seek philanthropy but 

an opportunity‘: Black Culture Industries as a Site of Self Help in Interwar Chicago“

As African Americans descended onto Chicago‘s South Side during the Great Migration they faced industrial 

strength levels of racial violence and physical containment, encapsulated by the race riot of 1919. But in the 

words of historian Earl Lewis, these black residents crafted innovative ways to turn segregation into congre-

gation by pushing forward a vision of Black cultural and economic self-determination. What they called the 

“metropolis“ paradigm advanced the possibility that a focused consumption could help secure community 

control over ideas, industry, politics, popular culture and the arts. At the literal center of this vision stood 

the commercial and amusement district of “The Stroll.“ A closer examination of The Stroll reveals this cross 

roads of Black culture industries as a refuge for racial self-help, a realm of capitalist exploitation, and a site 

of class conflict all embedded within a commercialized space of public life.

Martin Klepper (Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin): “Where there‘s a will, there‘s a way: Gender, Race, Mobility, 

and Self-Help at the Stratemeyer Syndicate“

The fictions of the Stratemeyer Syndicate, the Nancy Drew detective series for instance, or the Hardy 
Boys adventures, are children of the Second Industrialization (1870-1914) in the United States in 

more than one way. They are produced assembly-line style, with outlines, ghostwriters, and editors. 

They celebrate technological innovations, especially means of mobility, such as the motorcycles (of 

the Hardy Boys), Nancy‘s blue roadster, and even airplanes and submarines. But more than anything 

else, they present means of mobilizing the self in terms of psychological adaptation, alertness, and 

readiness for the challenges of modernity. In this regard, Stratemeyer‘s fictions have a lot in common 

with the self-help books of first three decades of the 20th century. They counter the anxieties and 

contingencies of modernity with a radically adjusted, flexible and consumption-oriented conception of 

the individual body and mind, which, nonetheless, holds on to fundamentally conservative (and part-

ly nostalgic) notions of society and values. Stratemeyer‘s fictions promise to save the middle class, 

to a degree even to make everybody middle class – except those who are different, who ‘deviate‘ 

in race, ability, ethnicity or ideology. In a way Stratemeyer‘s fictions practice identity politics even 

Abstracts
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though they invisibilize their class politics by universalizing the recipes of the white, conservative, 

masculine professional-managerial class for dealing with the Industrialization, with Capitalism and 

with contingency. For the Stratemeyer Syndicate, Nancy and the Hardy Boys resume the role of 

gatekeepers to the demanding but reassuringly conservative wonderland of modernity .

Panel II: Psychological Advice and Eugenics

Lisa Blackman (Goldsmiths, University of London): “Psychology-in-transition at the Beginning of the 20th 

Century: Towards an Intersectional Analysis of Self-help in-formation.“

The self-help of the 1920‘s and 30‘s within US Mass Cultures was part of what became known as 

“New Psychology.“ New Psychology was a psychology keen to differentiate itself from psychology‘s 

former links to psychic research drawing in part from Freudian psychoanalysis, the psychology of 

William James, and Darwinism. In the present there are now long traditions of scholarship explo-

ring the role psychological knowledges and practices have played in disciplining and managing 

populations, in providing techniques and strategies of self and social inspection, and for providing 

the means to diagnose and ameliorate what are considered threats to the social order. This talk will 

focus on what we can learn about what and who were erased, pathologized, recuperated, disavo-

wed and disqualified as self-help increasingly became popularized and aligned to autonomy and 

rationality as performative ideals. Focusing on some of the hesitations, controversies and paradoxes 

surrounding conceptions of bodily affectivity that linked debates surrounding suggestion, contagion, 

habit and self-help within and outside psychology, the talk will attempt to bring an intersectional 

analysis to the significance of those cultures of self-help that were to take form. The lecture will focus 

on the close yet often under-explored relationships between self-help and more mimetic (bodily) 

forms of communication, which challenge what has become known as the “fiction of autonomous 

selfhood.“ Drawing on the work of Isabelle Stengers and her argument that we need more innovative 

propositions to understand what suggestion (and in this case self-help) might and could become, I 

will argue that such innovative propositions and practices can be found in those forms of self-help 

and practices of mutual assistance, care, bonding, atunement, and resistance that were developed 

within working class communities in the UK and African-American communities in the US dealing 

with racism, poverty, sexism and responding to middle-class fears of the working classes. The lecture 
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will foreground how self-help shifted depending on its context, site and mode of operation opening 

to alternative models of sociality and self and social determination that are also an important part of 

self-help‘s relegated history.

Kristina Graaff (Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin): “Fit for the Future: Conceptualizing Self-Help as a Modern 

Device of Adjustment“

I am interested in how self-help of the 1920s and ’30s can be read as ‘narratives of adjustment,’ 

more specifically: what instructions interwar self-help provided to its audiences on how to adapt 

themselves – in body and mind – to the new capitalist order of automated mass production. In the 

first part of my paper, I outline three theoretical concepts/fields that I draw upon for the analysis of 

self-help as an adjustment device. They are Michel Foucault’s concept of governmentality; approaches 

from the field of Critical Race Disability Studies (Dis Crit); and Sarah Ahmed’s concept of (critical) 

happiness. In the second part of the paper, I illustrate how these approaches can be used in a close 

reading of the advice column “The Way to Health. Talk on the Preventive Measures, First Aid Reme-

dies, Hygienics and Sanitation” by the Black physician Wilberforce Williams, which was published 

in the newspaper The Chicago Defender from 1913 – 1937. This paper is part of a larger project in 

which I conduct comparative close readings of African American and white self-help material (inclu-

ding newspaper and magazine advice columns, self-help books and call-in radio shows) to examine 

how differently racialized subjects were expected to fit the new economic order.

Panel III: Economics, Eugenics, and Self-Help

Thomas C. Leonard (Princeton University): “Illiberal Reformers: Race, Eugenics & American Economics 

in the Progressive Era“

Illiberal Reformers tells the story of the progressive reformers who led the Progressive Era crusade to 

dismantle laissez-faire, and who remade American economic life with a new instrument of reform, 

the administrative state. Who were the progressives? How did they persuade the powerful to adopt 

their new theories of how the economy worked, and how it should be governed? What made the 

progressive reformers illiberal, and, in particular, how did their ideas about race and eugenics inform 

their program? How much do the progressive ideas and institutions of 100 years ago matter today?
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Michell Chresfield (University of Birmingham): “To Improve the Race: Eugenics, Self-Help, and Racial Uplift“

How could African Americans be both the targets and facilitators of eugenic practices? For African 

American intellectuals in the 1920s and 1930s, the answer lay in eugenics’ unique ability to impro-

ve the social, biological, and political status of African Americans. While the inflection of scientific 

racism in eugenics deterred some African Americans from adopting its themes, eugenics’ promotion 

of responsible reproduction—meaning more reproduction amongst the higher classes and reduced 

reproduction amongst the lower classes—offered all African Americans the opportunity to take their 

racial destiny into their own hands. In this way, eugenics was transformed into an important avenue 

for African American uplift. Focusing on eugenic discourse in the Chicago Defender, a leading African 

American newspaper of the 20th century, my paper argues that African American intellectuals worked 

tirelessly to confront the more nefarious aspects of the eugenics movement, while refashioning key 

eugenic theories to fit their own programs for racial betterment.

Panel IV: Cinema, Reform, and Uplift

Miriam J. Petty (Northwestern University, Evanston): “‘Smuggled Like Contraband‘: Picturing Black Uplift in 1930s Hollywood“

This paper will consider the stakes of representations of Black uplift in the context of 1930s Hollywood 

films, especially with respect to the many religious, social, professional, and fraternal organizations 

that helped to structure Black everyday life in the early 20th century. In his book length film essay 

The Devil Finds Work, James Baldwin asserts that Black actors in 20th-century Hollywood productions 

“managed to give...moments – indelible moments, created, miraculously, beyond the confines of 

the script: hints of reality, smuggled like contraband into a maudlin tale, and with enough force, if 

unleashed, to shatter the tale to fragments.“ I suggest that the “smuggling“ of aspects of Black social 

life into mainstream film texts signified powerfully with African American viewers and critics, even as 

such representations were actively subverted and undermined by Hollywood producers and directors.



12

Simon Rienäcker (Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin): “Watching Dancers, Spectating Spectators: Uplift, Self-Re-

flexivity, and Modernity in the Films of Oscar Micheaux“

The guiding question of my talk is to what extent can early African American cinema be considered to 

be a defining part of the project of racial uplift. Around the turn of the century, uplift as a strategy for 

promoting the advancement of African Americans emphasized both individual initiative and mutual 

assistance. Thus, uplift appears as a specific configuration of self-help. My focus on cinema and the 

films of Oscar Micheaux in particular allows me to trace the influence uplift had on mass culture 

during the 1920s and 1930s. Such traces exist in filmic narratives about uplift and explicit references 

to influential figures of the broader uplift discourse; they are manifested in cinematic aesthetics and 

structural features of films; and they specifically resonate with Oscar Micheaux’s realization of Black 

economic self-help as an independent filmmaker and director. I will concentrate my analysis on 

three strategies present in early African American cinema: the inclusion of documentary footage in 

movies, the use of before-and-after narratives, and instances of self-reflexivity in films. I understand 

self-reflexivity as a characteristic of a particularly modern mode of observing the self which enables 

access to the self in new ways. In analyzing and theorizing self-reflexivity, I attempt to address the 

modernity of the films of Oscar Micheaux and their relation to modern mass culture and uplift. Conse-

quently, I argue that self-reflexivity in Micheaux’s films resonates with a specifically Black experience 

of modernity. Furthermore, I want to describe how the politics of uplift inform filmic strategies when 

cinema audiences are expected to observe audiences on screen as a form of second-order observation 

which in turn becomes a prerequisite for education, self-optimization, and self-disciplining. In other 

words, self-reflexivity and second-order observation enable both individual initiative – or agency – 

and mutual assistance in the distinctly modern context of mass culture.

Panel V: Mass Circulation and Self-Improvement

Aleksandra Boss (Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin): “Pulp Fictions of the Self: Biography and Self-Improvement 

in 1930s Pulp Magazines“

This talk aims to bring together two cultural formations that significantly defined mass-cultural 

consumption around the time of the Great Depression: self-improvement literature and pulp magazines. 

Applying Alois Hahn’s theory of biography generation to both of these types of media, the present ana-
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lysis seeks to explore the extent to which the narratives and imperatives formulated in self-help books 

and pulp magazines can assume the functions of biography generators, creating spaces and suggesting 

practices that enable individual readers to reflect upon their own lives and discursively order them into 

specific narrative structures. This study therefore focuses on the specific textual cues that encourage this 

kind of biography generation in pulp magazines such as Astounding Stories (1930) and Wonder Stories 
(1930) and cross-reads them with some prominent self-improvement books of the time, most notably 

Dale Carnegie’s How to Win Friends and Influence People (1936) and Napoleon Hill’s Think and Grow 
Rich (1937). How these cues, discursive orders, and narrative structures prompt the readers to reproduce 

or negotiate dominant assumptions regarding the individual’s insertion into capitalist and increasingly 

service-oriented economies is a central interest of the investigation.

Sue Currell (University of Sussex): “Radical Remediation and Popular Self-Help: the Communist Magazine as Cure“

This paper will build on ongoing work which examines how U.S. radical media attempted to change 

the popular scientific and political discourse around “wellbeing“ and self-help in the 1930s -- 

particularly through alternative health advice in magazines. For many on the left, New Deal health 

reforms, eugenics and publishers/health gurus reflected a social fascism that used popular media 

to prop up capitalist bio-politics. The Marxist response was to expose the ideology of the “perfect” 

capitalist/American body politic and to construct alternative health advice for workers, all of which 

included a good dose of Marxist deconstruction. Their formulae deemphasised the individualised 

“self“ in self-help and promoted collective ideals -- however, sometimes the methodologies of 

popular capitalist media self-help were reused and re-pitched and sometimes they were dismissed 

as commercial quackery leading only to ill-health, deaths and poisonings. This paper will make its 

argument through a close reading of several magazines from the period to show that by re-mediating 

popular health formulae Marxist magazines appealed to popular health concerns from the period, but 

also worked to deconstruct and re-work capitalist bio-politics to thereby amplify alternative discourses 

concerning health and the American body .
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Davarian L. Baldwin is the Paul E. Raether Distinguished Professor of 
American Studies at Trinity College in Hartford, Connecticut. He is the 
author of Chicago‘s New Negroes: Modernity, the Great Migration, 
and Black Urban Life (UNC, 2007) and co-editor (with Minkah 
Makalani) of the essay collection, Escape From New York: The New 
Negro Renaissance beyond Harlem (University of Minnesota, 2013). 
Baldwin is currently at work on two new single-authored projects, 
Land of Darkness: Chicago and the Making of Race in Modern 
America (Oxford University Press) and In the Shadow of the Ivory 
Tower: How Higher Education is Transforming Urban America (Nation 
Books). In addition to teaching and writing, Baldwin sits on the 
Executive Council of the Society for Historians of the Gilded Age and 
Progressive Era (SHGAPE). He serves on the Editorial Boards for the 
Journal of Urban History, the Journal of African American History, and 
the American Studies Journal. Baldwin is also co-editor of the Urban 
Life, Landscape, and Policy book series for Temple University Press 
and was appointed a Distinguished Lecturer by the Organization of 
American Historians. 

Lisa Blackman is Co-Head of the Department of Media, Communica-
tions and Cultural Studies at Goldsmiths, University of London. She 
works at the intersection of body studies and media and cultural the-
ory and is particularly interested in subjectivity, affect, the body and 
embodiment. She has published four books in this area. The most 
recent is Immaterial Bodies: Affect, Embodiment, Mediation, (2012, 
Sage). She has also made a substantive contribution to the fields of 
critical psychology and body studies. In this context she co-edits the 
journal, Subjectivity (with Valerie Walkerdine, Palgrave) and edits 
the journal Body & Society (Sage). Her other books include Hearing 
Voices: Embodiment and Experience (2001, Free Association Books); 
Mass Hysteria: Critical Psychology and Media Studies (with Valerie 
Walkerdine; 2001, Palgrave); and The Body: The Key Concepts 
(2008, Berg). Her new book, Haunted Data: Affect, Transmedia, 
Weird Science is out with Bloomsbury in January 2019.

BIOS
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Aleksandra Boss is a research assistant at the Department of 
English and American Studies at Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin. 
She holds a Master’s degree in American Studies (2014), a 
Master’s degree in Modern South- and Southeast Asian Studies 
(2017), and a doctorate in American Studies (2018).  Her doc-
toral thesis, entitled Of Opaque Bodies and Transparent Eyeballs. 
Democracy as Rhizomatic Panopticism in Paine’s The Age of 
Reason and Emerson’s Nature, investigates the representations 
of normative democratic systems in the Early Republic and 
early 19th century. Her areas of research and teaching further 
include the American Antebellum, the literatures and cultures 
of self-improvement, as well as religious and spiritual currents 
and phenomena in the U.S., such as Deism, Transcendentalism, 
Atheism, Televangelism, and New Thought.

Michell Chresfield is a 20th century U.S. historian specializing 
in intellectual history and the history of science and medicine. 
Born and raised in the U.S., Michell has recently moved to the 
UK, having joined the faculty at the University of Birmingham in 
September 2017. 
Michell’s research interests include cultural and intellectual 
history, the history of science and medicine, and the history of 
racial formation and identity making in 20th century America. 
Her current research examines how Americans of Native, Black, 
and White descent have used social science, medicine, and the 
law to negotiate multiracial identities during the regime of Jim 
Crow. She is currently working on a monograph based on this 

research titled, “What Lies Between: Social Science, Medicine 
and the Prehistory of Multiracial America.“
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Sue Currell is Reader in American Literature in the School of 
English at the University of Sussex, UK. She is former chair of the 
British Association for American Studies (2013-16) and winner 
of multiple awards and scholarships. Her research focuses on the 
social and cultural responses to modernity in the first half of the 
20th century, notably the relationship between the popular or 
“everyday“ and the intellectual or scientific communities out of 
which new ideas often emerge. In her celebrated book on leisure 
in the 1930s, The March of Spare Time: The Problem and Promi-
se of Leisure in America During the 1930s (University of Pennsyl-
vania Press, 2005), she examines the (re)construction of modern 
leisure in response to discourses of efficiency in the context of 
mass unemployment during the Great Depression in America. Sue 
Currell’s other strand of interest in the history of eugenics continues in 
work that traces eugenic ideas in a number of cultural manifestations, 
from drama to housing and town planning. She co-edited a book on 
this topic with Christina Cogdell, titled Popular Eugenics: National 
Efficiency and American Mass Culture in the 1930s (University of 
Ohio Press, 2006). Her current research examines the relations-
hip of the arts with political discourse during interwar America, 
in particular as it relates to the journal New Masses published 
between 1926-48 .

Kristina Graaff is Junior Faculty at Humboldt University’s Ameri-
can Studies Program where she obtained her PhD in 2014. She 
has been a doctoral fellow at the DFG-Transatlantic Graduate 
Research Program Berlin – New York, and Visiting Faculty at 
the University of Washington and Fordham University. Her 
areas of research include 19th – 21st century U.S. popular 
culture, prison studies, critical race theory, (informal) literary 
economies, as well as dis/ability in psychological advice culture. 
Among her recent publications are Street Literature: Black 
Popular Fiction in the Era of U.S. Mass Incarceration (Heidel-
berg: Winter Publishing 2015) and the co-edited volume Urban 
Street Vending in the Neoliberal City: A Global Perspective on 
the Practices and Policies of a Marginalized Economy (New York: 
Berghahn Books 2015 ).
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Martin Klepper is professor for American Literature and Culture 
at the Humboldt-Universität in Berlin. His areas of research 
and publication include the emergence of mass cultures in the 
early 20th century; narrative identities; visuality and perspec-
tive in the 19th century; the American postmodern and utopian 
novel; the history of American cinema. His latest publications 
are: Rethinking Narrative Identity: Persona and Perspective. 
Amsterdam: John Benjamins, 2013 (with Claudia Holler) and 
Approaches to American Cultural Studies. Milton Park: Routled-
ge, 2017 (with Antje Dallmann and Eva Boesenberg ).

Thomas C. Leonard is an historian of economics at Princeton 
University, where he is Research Scholar in the Humani-
ties Council, and Lecturer in the Department of Economics. 
Princeton has twice awarded him the Richard D. Quandt 
Prize for teaching excellence. Professor Leonard is a leading 
scholarly authority on American economic life during the late 
19th and early 20th centuries – its participants, theorists and 
regulators. He is best known for his book, Illiberal Reformers: 
Race, Eugenics and American Economics in the Progressive Era. 
In 2017, the History of Economics Society awarded Illiberal 
Reformers the Joseph J. Spengler Prize for book of the year. 
Illiberal Reformers has been reviewed by The New York Times, 
The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, Bloomberg 
View, and The New Republic, and by more than forty other 
publications.
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Miriam J. Petty is Associate Professor in the Department of 
Radio/Television/Film at Northwestern University. She is a 
Charles Deering McCormick Chair in Teaching Excellence, and 
also serves as the Director of Graduate Studies for the Screen 
Cultures PhD Program. She writes and teaches about race, 
stardom, performance, reception, adaptation, and genre and is 
especially interested in the history of African American repre-
sentation in Hollywood film. Her first book, Stealing the Show: 
African American Performers and Audiences in 1930s Hollywood 
(University of California Press) won the Society for Cinema and 
Media Studies Best First Book Award 2017, and was shortlisted 
for the Krasna-Krausz foundation‘s 2017 Best Moving Image 
Book Award.
She is currently at work on a book manuscript examining media 
mogul Tyler Perry‘s productions and his African American audi-
ences‘ nostalgic investments in such cultural forms as folktales, 
music, literature, and religious practice .

Simon Rienäcker is a research assistant at the Department of 
English and American Studies at the Humboldt-Universität zu 
Berlin. He received his M.A. in North American Studies from the 
Freie Universität Berlin in 2016 with a thesis on “The Comple-
xities of Mourning: Susan Howe’s That This and the Notion of 
Trace.” His research interests include mass culture, early African 
American cinema, body studies, representations of dance, criti-
cal race and gender studies. Simon is currently working on his 
dissertation project “Mobilizing Bodies: Swing Dance and 1930s 
U.S. Mass Culture” (working title ).
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Café Chagall
Georgenstraße 4
10117 Berlin
(Salads, Soups, Quiches, Sandwiches)

Dean & David
Friedrichstraße 96
10117 Berlin
(Salads, Soups, Curries)

Jolly
Am Kupfergraben 4/4A
10117 Berlin
(Chinese/Thai)

Meyerbeer-Coffee
Universitätsstraße 2-3A
10117 Berlin
(Sandwiches, Salads, Cakes, Coffee)

Peter Pane Burgergrill
Friedrichstraße 101
10117 Berlin
(Burger)

Pure Origins
Georgenstraße 193
10117 Berlin
(Salads, Sandwiches, Coffee)

Sushi Miyabi
Georgenstraße 195
10117 Berlin
(Japanese)

Via Nova
Universitätsstraße 2
10117 Berlin
(Italian)

Lunch Options
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